subtlety in his accompaniment, while
the judicious employment of Stiofan &
Brion's bocthrdn and Temy MeGinty’s bass
Doy®  on seletted trachs adds further depth.

Then there's uncle Ciaran himself
#.the names who appears for an inspiring set of
milfar to tunes aptly entitied “The Tourish Set',
M3 of Irish particularly as one of the melodies
'nﬁ'k‘; then yes derives from another family member,
eebrdionist Martin Francie, anc the others derive from the
s indeed pens of Ciardn and Tourish, Guitarist
Like his better-  Steve Cooney also paps up for the
150, hails from  breszy “Ardara Sessians’, while Martin's
) :gese s the  compositional skills are further to tha
. THibugh bouzouki fore cn the delightful ‘The Fortune
In Cavan, his  Teller', and there's even time for a
xn Balljhofey, and  couple of step dancers o strut thair stuff
i Sparkling debut on ‘Skitatoes’, All told, Clan Ranald is
Fite influences from  enjoyment incamate and marks Messrs.
Toutish and Ward as two of Ireland’s
brightest musical taients.

Geoff Waliis

Transkapela

Sounds and Shadows
Konador CDKRO13

Fall Price (7 mins)

.58

Dobranotrh

Gagarin Chochelc
Crange World OWCDO10

Fall Prica {55 mins)

*kk

Tiva grarled and sarthy Eastern
Eurpean offerings
[a Jewish settlement in
Eastern Europe was
mainly in ¢ities and
the Carpathians was
one of the few areas
where the Jewish
population lived a
rural life and whera
the popular image of
a klezmer band
wandering from
village lo village was
true. The mountaing spread acrass the
borders of several countries — Poland,
Slovakia, Hungary, Remania and Ukrzine
- and have been home to many
naticnalities. This music is a praduct of
that mixed culture.

JUNE 2006

Although their name looks rather
off-putting, (ike something on & Polish
container lorry, there's a real freshness
about the music of Transkapela and they
recently picked up the award for Polish
Folk Album of the Year. The four-piece
band plays kiezmer {and other traditional
music} from the Carpathisn mountains,
Whal's zppealing about the playing is
the rough texture. The music has the
fee! of a peasant hut with wooden
shingles. You feel you could get splinters
from it. There's an organic scrape of bow
on vielin strings (Ewa Wasilewska), the
nasal tane of a viclin with a gramophone
herrt (Maciej Filipczui), a sawing bass
(Piotr Priewski) and the earthy jangle of
the cimbalon (Robert Wasilewski) - such
a characteristic sound of Carpathian
musfe. The Ukrainian *Kolomeika', which
has been covered by countless klezmer
bands, is returned by Transkapela to
a wonderful rustic autneaticity, The
disc ends with an extended ten-minute

Scotland almost entirely, this
introductory compilation is timel
indeed. Its 33 tracks have ba

more velerar pd
Dick Gaughan,

dance sequence with impravisation
and development on the violin and
cimbafom. it's an excellent disc and |
bet they're great live.

There's not quite the same ruslic fee
to the music of Dobranotch, based in
St Petersburg, althcugh the opening
track ‘Dobryden’, collected by Moshe
Beregovski in the 30s, has a strong
Cerpathian flavour thanks to the figdle
of Mitya Khramtsov and cimbzlom
of Jeka Lizin. The mainly Jewish and
Balkan repertoire comes from many
sources, but i acquires a particular
flavour in this five-piece band thanks
to the Arabic percussion of Lebanese-
born Ussama Shakhin. The other
members are Moldovan accordionist
Andrei Sapkevich and, underpinning it
on tuba, Alexel Stepanov. (t's incredibile
how Jewish the title-track ‘Gagarin
Chechek’ — from the repertoire of a
Serbian Gypsy brass band — manages
to sound in these hands. What brings it
home to Russia is the final bonus track
‘Lemon-Cheeky', an old Odessa song
{'Limonchiki'} usually heard at the end
of a long drunken evening. A strong and
original release.

Simon Broughton

VARIOUS ARTISTS e

Beginner's Guide to
Scotland

Nascente NSBOX 020

Butget Price (3 COs: 148 mins)

Fram Archie Fisher to

King Creasote

..E Given that BEE_A;S
‘recent series Folk

nd 5 Britannis, and the

accompanying rash

of Londen broadsheet

articles declaring folk

to be newly hip {again), opted to ignore

JUNE 2006

albums, alangside d
the late lamented
Easy Club - the latt
sunniest, swingiest
Town' you're aver kel K
sacond and third discs, 2
impulses of a younger ge
the full stylistic and crea
Scotland's folk scene tod
‘New Awakenings' is morel
inclined, it nonetheless incll
songwriting, like Back of
haunting 'Ship in a Battle', anl
innovative amangemants, while
sources often underpin even

such as those from Capercaillie and
McCormack,

Not only has Kennedy dene an
excellent job of covering the many
different styles and sub-genres within
the Scottish tradition, but the albums
from which she's chosen her selection
will reward any listener who goes in
further pursuit. Clearly her overriding
priority, however, was to create a musical
mix that would balance immediate
appeal with sustained satisfaction, and
in this she's succeeded.

Sue Witson

The Rough Guide to
Flamenceo Nuevo
World Music Network
RGNET1170GD

Mid Price (64 mins)

*kk

Andalucla’s fotk music

£08s giohal

The 70s saw the
dazziing renaissance
of flamenco via the
innovations of a
monstrously talented,
cheeky generation of
musicians who both explored its roots
and pushed ts diasporic tendencies.
Thay intraduced a host of new musical

ideas that were then consoligd
d 90s. As a result

innovators, whe
jlies like the me

Fell Prica (55 mins)
Lttt

Figld racordings from loc!
he Arc
Internatiom
Musique Po
erganised
Gengva-|
Museum
Ethnography (www.adem.ch) hae
of releasing music that isnt a
anywhera else, Very often the dis
fruit of long-term research; Bin
Golemovic made these record
Serbian Gypsies between 1978an
They were recorded i people’s
across the country and feature nee
big-name stars like Saban Bayar
Boban Markovic, but ordinar
musicians you might have oo
party. I like the veteran band from
wha kick things off {tracks 1-3} wl
tambure and bass; the violi
accordion-led band of Alek
Stankewic from Belgrade {15 and |
brass band of Viach Gypsies, wl
idiosyneratic intonation (25 and 2
the six-piece famburitza bani
Vojvedina {27 and 28). Don't
anything too polished - this is mea
recorded in situ, and that i the cha
Simon B




